
Appendix: Trump Administration Renewable Energy  
 
 I. Executive Actions & Regulatory Freezes 

●​ Jan. 20, 2025 – Wind permitting freeze 
○​ Presidential memorandum halted: 

■​ All new offshore wind leasing 
■​ Issuance or renewal of wind permits (onshore + offshore) 

○​ Framed as a temporary review; no end date specified 
●​ Indefinite extension ruled unlawful 

○​ Agencies initially imposed a 60-day pause 
○​ Freeze continued indefinitely 
○​ Dec. 2025: Federal court ruled prolonged suspension violated the APA 

 
II. Federal Lands & Permitting Barriers 

●​ Interior Department actions 
○​ May 2025: Repeal effort of Biden-era public-lands renewable rule 

■​ This rule aimed to lower fees and increase flexibility in the application 
process for solar and wind projects on public lands.  

○​ July 17, 2025: Departmental Review Procedures for Decisions, Actions, 
Consultations, and Other Undertakings Related to Wind and Solar Energy 
Facilities 

■​ New guidance requiring Secretary-level review for wind and solar leases, 
rights-of-way, permits. 

■​ Doesn’t directly block projects, but it creates procedural hurdles, 
uncertainty, and likely delays because the Secretary’s office must sign off 
on what used to be routine decisions. 

■​ This fundamentally alters permitting by shifting routine technical and 
regional decisions into senior political leadership review, increasing 
uncertainty, risk of delay, and the costs of clean energy development. 

○​ Aug. 1, 2025 - Order to Rein In Environmentally Damaging Wind and Solar 
Projects  

■​ Sets new substantive policy criteria for evaluating renewable projects on 
federal lands. Specifically, wind and solar are characterized as 
low-density and, therefore, less appropriate land uses. 

■​ This effectively embeds stricter scrutiny into permitting decisions for 
renewable projects, potentially slowing or blocking new wind and solar 
deployments on federal lands and complicating efforts to expand clean 
energy at scale. 

■​ According to Wood Mackenzie, 22 GW of utility-scale wind and solar 
projects on public lands have been canceled or are held up as a result of 
the order 

https://www.mcguirewoods.com/client-resources/alerts/2025/1/trump-halts-offshore-wind-leasing-and-federal-permitting-for-wind-projects/#:~:text=In%20a%20memorandum%20issued%20Jan,its%20scope%20is%20better%20understood
https://eelp.law.harvard.edu/federal-court-vacates-wind-energy-authorization-pause/#:~:text=The%20case%20stemmed%20from%20a,continued%20well%20beyond%20that%20period
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/05/01/2024-08099/rights-of-way-leasing-and-operations-for-renewable-energy
https://www.doi.gov/media/document/departmental-review-procedures-decisions-actions-consultations-and-other
https://www.doi.gov/media/document/departmental-review-procedures-decisions-actions-consultations-and-other
https://www.doi.gov/media/document/departmental-review-procedures-decisions-actions-consultations-and-other
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/secretary-burgum-announces-order-rein-environmentally-damaging-wind-and-solar
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/secretary-burgum-announces-order-rein-environmentally-damaging-wind-and-solar
https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/clean-energy/22gw-renewables-under-trump-blockade


●​ 18 GW of which is solar  
●​ The methodology is not transparent, and it is unclear whether the 

estimate reflects actual project withdrawals or reductions in 
modeled deployment relative to a baseline forecast, making direct 
comparison with federal cancellation data difficult. 

○​ Canceled Esmeralda Seven Solar Project  
●​ Offshore wind leasing war 

○​ Presidential memorandum temporarily withdrew all areas of the Outer 
Continental Shelf (OCS) from offshore wind leasing (effective Jan. 21, 2025)  

○​ BOEM rescinded all designated Wind Energy Areas on the OCS (Jul. 30, 2025)  
■​ Removing ~3.5 million acres previously targeted for development 

○​ BOEM rescinded the 2025/26 offshore renewable energy lease schedule (Aug 6. 
2025)  

■​ Pausing planned lease sales  
○​ BOEM issued the stop-work order for Revolution Wind (Aug. 22, 2025) 

■​ Revolution Wind filed lawsuit challenging BOEM (Sep. 4, 2025) 
■​ Court issued preliminary injunction restoring construction (Sep. 22, 2025) 

○​ Interior Department issued stop-work/suspension orders on five major East 
Coast offshore wind projects (Dec 22, 2025)  

■​ Vineyard Wind 1 (MA), Revolution Wind (RI/CT), Empire Wind 1 (NY), 
Sunrise Wind (NY), and Coastal Virginia Offshore Wind (VA)  

■​ Citing “national security concerns”  
■​ Project litigation: Developers filed for a preliminary injunction  
■​ Preliminary injunctions granted for Empire Wind, Revolution Wind, Coastal 

Virginia Offshore Wind, Vineyard Wind, and Sunrise Wind, identifying 
national security concerns as pretextual.  

 
III. DOE Grant Cancellations 

●​ Oct. 2, 2025 – Mass grant termination (overturned Jan 14, 2026, subject to appeal) 
○​ $7.56B in clean energy grants canceled 
○​ 321 awards across 223 projects 
○​ DOE cited insufficient national energy value or taxpayer ROI 
○​ Lawmakers alleged disproportionate impact on Democratic-leaning states 
○​ In total, DOE canceled 345 awards in 2025, representing $11B 

■​ $8.8 B had already been obligated 
●​ California hydrogen hub (ARCHES) 

○​ $1.2B federal commitment rescinded 
○​ All development has been paused, threatening: 

■​ ~$10B in private investment 
■​ ~200,000 projected jobs 

○​ Other hydrogen hubs in politically aligned states were preserved 
●​ Pacific Northwest Hydrogen Hub  

○​ DOE rescinded ~$1 billion in federal support 

https://www.politico.com/news/2025/10/10/trump-interior-department-cancels-largest-solar-project-in-north-america-00602071
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/temporary-withdrawal-of-all-areas-on-the-outer-continental-shelf-from-offshore-wind-leasing-and-review-of-the-federal-governments-leasing-and-permitting-practices-for-wind-projects/
https://www.boem.gov/newsroom/notes-stakeholders/boem-rescinds-designated-wind-energy-areas-outer-continental-shelf
https://nyftwg.com/announcements
https://oceannews.com/news/energy/revolution-wind-receives-offshore-stop-work-order-from-boem
https://revolution-wind.com/news/2025/09/revolution-wind-to-file-preliminary-injunction-against-stop-work-order
https://revolution-wind.com/news/2025/09/court-issues-preliminary-injunction-allowing-revolution-wind-impacted-construction-to-resume
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/trump-administration-protects-us-national-security-pausing-offshore-wind-leases
https://orsted.com/en/media/news/2026/01/revolution-wind-llc-to-file-preliminary-injunction-1473856511
https://heatmap.news/sparks/sunrise-wind-stop-work-injunction
https://www.pv-tech.org/us-court-rules-doe-cancellation-of-us7-5-billion-of-clean-energy-grants-unlawful
https://www.constructiondive.com/news/doe-energy-projects-wind-termination/802329/#:~:text=,House%20districts%2C%20and%20could%20likely
https://efifoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2025/12/EFIFoundation-Whats-Next-for-Canceled-DOE-Funds.pdf
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/10/01/governor-newsom-statement-on-trump-administrations-decision-to-cut-hydrogen-hub-funding/
https://www.spglobal.com/energy/en/news-research/latest-news/electric-power/110325-pacific-northwest-hydrogen-hub-appeals-does-1-billion-grant-termination


○​ Work continuing  
●​ Battery manufacturing 

○​ Kore Power canceled the $1.2B Arizona gigafactory 
○​ Triggered by: 

■​ Withdrawal of DOE loan support ($850M) 
■​ Freeze on clean energy lending 

V. EPA’s Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund (GGRF) 
●​ EPA “Solar for All” program 

○​ Feb. 2025: $7B program frozen (60 grants) 
○​ Mar. 2025: Funds briefly unfrozen by court order. 
○​ EPA formally terminated the program and cancelled all associated grants on Aug. 

7, 2025, citing a new law rescinding GGRF funding. 
○​ Legal challenges argue that EPA unlawfully cancelled funds that were already 

obligated and that the statute didn’t authorize revoking them. 
○​ All challenges are still ongoing.  

●​ National Clean Investment Fund (NCIF) & Clean Communities Investment Accelerator 
(CCIA) 

○​ Feb. 2025: EPA freezes GGRF funds, including ~$14B in NCIF and ~$6B in 
CCIA grants. 

○​ Mar. 2025: EPA issues termination notices for NCIF and CCIA. 
○​ Mar. 8, 2025: NCIF/CCIA recipients file suit challenging EPA’s freeze and 

intended terminations. 
○​ Mar. 11, 2025: EPA issues formal termination notices for all NCIF and CCIA 

grants. 
○​ Mar. 18, 2025: District court issues temporary injunctive relief, blocking 

EPA/Citibank from enforcing terminations while litigation proceeds. 
○​ Apr. 15, 2025: D.C. District Court issues a preliminary injunction preventing 

EPA/Citibank from giving effect to the terminations and ordering interim relief 
(later vacated on appeal). 

○​ Sept. 4, 2025: D.C. Circuit sets aside preliminary injunction blocking EPA 
terminations  

https://www.hydrogeninsight.com/production/exclusive-work-continuing-on-pacific-northwest-hydrogen-hub-despite-trump-s-1bn-funding-cut/2-1-1899420
https://www.renewableenergyworld.com/energy-storage/battery/battery-manufacturer-bails-on-highly-anticipated-1-2b-lithium-ion-plant-in-arizona-ceo-and-founder-steps-down/
https://www.spencerfane.com/insight/the-federal-renewable-energy-flip-flop-a-dance-for-the-ages/#:~:text=February%202025%2C%20the%20Trump%20Administration,spending%20and%20prioritize%20fossil%20fuels
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/7/f/7fc428d4-aafa-4991-a25e-655d295fc0e2/D93F6E6E26805AFA241C4D39073BED3B75A6F496F4350B82CC4D782AAE9BC35C.8.14.25-letter-to-epa-re-solar-for-all.pdf
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/13032025/epa-freezes-terminates-climate-grants-triggering-lawsuits
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/13032025/epa-freezes-terminates-climate-grants-triggering-lawsuits
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